
 

 

 

October 6, 2021  

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

On Thursday, October 14th, Alden School, Duxbury Middle School, and Duxbury High School will be mailing 

out your child’s spring 2021 MCAS results. When reviewing your child’s scores, it is important to note the 

following changes to the 2021 MCAS testing from previous years:  

● Testing was administered in-person as well as remotely. 

● The testing window was reduced and moved closer to the end of the school year. 

● Testing in grades 3-8 was shortened from two sessions to one session. 

● MCAS testing for students in the class of 2022 was optional; instead, districts had the option to use a 

competency determination. 

The changes in MCAS administration were made as a result of interruptions in teaching and learning during the 

2020-2021 school year.  Due to the difference in administration and varying circumstances faced by each 

district over the past two years, DESE cautions using MCAS data as a tool for comparison. The data will be 

interpreted differently than in years past and used as a diagnostic tool.  

 

Duxbury Public School staff is analyzing the MCAS data and using results, in conjunction with other formative 

assessments, to inform instruction and intervention for the current school year. If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me, ewilcox@duxbury.k12.ma.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Beth Wilcox 

Interim Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

 

Please note:  MCAS data is intended to be used for diagnostic purposes as we identify and close any learning 

gaps and move forward with instruction. DESE will not be using MCAS results to make school accountability 

determinations for the Fall of 2021. DESE will not be releasing district comparison tools. Student Growth 

Percentiles (SGPs) provide insight into how a student’s achievement has changed from previous years. SGPs 

were also calculated differently for the 2021 reporting. For the spring 2021 MCAS, DESE utilized a baseline 

SGP with a historical peer-group baseline. It is important to note MCAS was not administered during the 

spring of 2020.   
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